
If accommodations or alternate formats are needed, please call 703-324-8563,  

TTY 703-803-3354. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ada-inclusion  

 Fairfax County Board of Supervisors  
Sharon Bulova, Chairman  

Penelope A. Gross, Vice Chairman, Mason District  
John C. Cook, Braddock District  

John W. Foust, Dranesville District  
Pat Herrity, Springfield District  

Catherine M. Hudgins, Hunter Mill District  
Jeffrey C. McKay, Lee District  
Kathy L. Smith, Sully District  

Linda Q. Smyth, Providence District  
Daniel G. Storck, Mount Vernon District  

 
Fairfax County  

Edward L. Long, Jr., County Executive  
 

Fairfax County Park Authority Board  
William G. Bouie, Chairman, Hunter Mill District  
Ken Quincy, Vice Chairman, Providence District  

Michael W. Thompson, Jr., Secretary, Springfield District  
Linwood Gorham, Treasurer, Mount Vernon District  

Walter Alcorn, Member-at-Large  
Cynthia Jacobs Carter, Lee District 
Mary D. Cortina, Member-at-Large  

Marguerite F. Godbold, Sully District   
Timothy B. Hackman, Dranesville District  

Ronald J. Kendall, Mason District  
Faisal Khan, Member-at-Large  

Anthony Vellucci, Braddock District  
 

Fairfax County Park Authority  Observatory Park at The Turner Farm 

June 24, 2017 

Historical Marker 

Dedication 

Analemma Society 



U. S. Army Map Service 

This former Nike missile site served as a support  

facility for geo-location and navigation beginning in 

1961, establishing precise geographical reference points 

on the Earth’s surface. 

 

In 1963, the U.S. Army Map Service initiated a  

significant satellite tracking program that became part 

of the Defense Mapping Agency in 1972. The satellite 

tracking system contributed fundamentally to the  

Global Positioning System or GPS.  

 

Until 1993, the data gathered at this facility also enabled 

geospatial scientists to further refine both their esti-

mates of the Earth’s true shape and variations in its 

gravity field. 
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